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church liturgy. He rarely misses
his Wednesday commitment
except when he travels to visit his
daughter or son and their fami-
lies. Volunteering is a way of life
for Anthony, who also volunteers
at the Blood Bank of Delaware
and Children and Families First
(a non-profit social service agency
that provides quality social, edu-
cational and mental health serv-
ices statewide in Delaware; visit
www.CFFDE.org) . For him,
“returning back to the communi-
ty and helping good organiza-
tions” makes the volunteer expe-
rience enriching and rewarding.
The IRC is greatly indebted to its
many volunteers, (including also
Don Hobson of Immanuel High-
lands and Dorothy Cutting of St.
Albans).
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nthony Gril lo, Eucha-
ristic minister and choir
member at Immanuel

Church Highlands,
visited the Interfaith Resource
Center (IRC) for the first time in
July of 2007. His car was fully
loaded with books that needed a
better home. As we talked, it was
clear that Anthony was a great
lover of books, someone who
according to his own words
“always enjoyed being around
books.” He lingered for about an
hour, and I found him to be very
knowledgeable and a delightful
person. When he showed up
again in less than a month, I
suggested that he might consid-
er volunteering at the center.
Within a week, he had called me
back to let me know that he
could give me Wednesday morn-
ings. I was delighted!

What Anthony offers is a pre-
cious gift. He brings many years
of professional library experi-
ence, at Lycoming College and
the DuPont Company, from
which he retired after 25 years.
Within weeks he knew the
library database and was tack-
l ing the chal lenging job of

improving the resource entries
so that our online catalog would
provide better information
(remember: this resource is
avai lable to anyone 24/7 at
www.InterfaithResourceCen-
ter.com). Very soon, I was turn-
ing to him for good advice about
how the collection should be
managed most effectively.

Ever since I took the job of
director, I had contemplated the
possible conversion of the IRC
to a more standard library sys-
tem such as Dewey. With Antho-
ny’s encouragement, we made
that decision. About half of the
collection has been converted to
Dewey in the past six months.
The results are a stunning
improvement in the accessibili-
ty of the collection. Anthony
agrees. “I think that it’s neat.
When visitors come, they will
find it [the center] a friendly
place to browse,” he says.

While libraries are a primary
professional passion, Anthony
can also be engaged in lively con-
versations about his many trips
to Italy and Sicily or the special
importance of faithfully-prac-
ticed liturgy—especially high-
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